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A complete written statement as to the substance of any face-to-face or telephone Interview with regard to an application must be made of record in the 
application, whether or not an agreement with the examiner was reached at the interview. 

§1,133 Interviews ....... 
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The Interview Summary Form shall be given an appropriate paper number, placed in the right hand portion of the file, and listed on the "Contents" list on the file 
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-The signature of the examiner who conducted the interview 
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The Form also contains a statement reminding the applicant of his responsibility to record the substance of the interview. 
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It is desireabie that the examiner orally remind the applicant of his obligation to record the substance of the interview in each case unless both applicant and 
examiner agree that the. examiner will recdrd same. Where the^examiner agrees to record the substance of the interview, or whenJt is adequately recorded on the 
Form or in an attachment to the Form, the examiner should ctieck a box aUhe bottom of the Form informing the applicant that he need not supplement the Form by 
submitting a separate record of the substance of the interview. \ 
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It should be noted, however, that the Interview Summary Form witl not normally be considered a complete and proper recordation of the interview unless it includes, 
or is supplemented bv the applicant or the examiner to include, all of the applicable items required below concerning the substance of the interview: 
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A complete and proper recordation of the substance of any interview should include at least the following applicable items: ^ 

1) A brief description of the nature of any exhibit shown or any demonstration conducted, 

2) an identification of the claims discussed, 

3) an identification of specific prior art discussed, 

4) an identification of the principal proposed amendments of a substantive nature discussed, unless these are already described on the Interview Summary 
Form completed by the examiner, 

5) a brief identification of the general thrust of the principal arguments presented to the examiner. The identification of arguments need not be lengthy or 
elaborate. A verbatim or highly detailed description of the arguments is not required. The identification of the arguments is sufficient if the general nature ./ 
or thrust of the principal arguments made to the examiner can be understood in the context of the application file. Of course, the applicant may desire to % • 
emphasize and fully describe those arguments which he feels were or might be persuasive to the examiner, 

6) a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed, and 

7) if appropriate, the general results or outcome of the interview unless already described in the Interview Stimmary Form completed by the examiner. 

Examiners are expected to carefully review. the applicant's record of the substance of an interview. If the record is not complete or accurate, the examiner will give the 
applicant one month from the date of the notifying letter or the remainder of any period for response, whichever is longer, to complete the response and thereby avoid 
abandonment of the application (37 CFR 1.135(c) ). 

Examiner to Check for Accuracy 

Applicant's summary of what took place at the interview should be carefully checked to determine the accuracy of any argument or statement attributed to the 
examiner during the. interview. If there is an inaccuracy and it bears directly on the question of patentability, it should be pointed out in the next Office letter. If the 
claims are allowable for other reasons of record, the examiner should send a letter setting forth his or her version of the statement attributed to him. If the record is 
complete and accurate, the examiner should place the indication 'Interview record OK" on the paper recording the substance of the interview along with the date and 
the examiner's initials. 
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1 . (Currently Amended) A handle for use with a human hand, comprising: 

a proximal part having a first elongated body, the proximal part including a 
radial section, a middle section and an ulnar section forming a proximal side and a 
distal side of the first elongated body. 

with the radial section of the proximal part having a radial surface on 
the proximal side of the first elongated body for engaging a portion of the palmar 
surface of the hand; 

with the middle section of the proximal part adjoining the radial section 
of the proximal part and having a middle surface on the proximal side of the first 
elongated body that avoids placing undue pressure on a surface of the hand located 
over the carpal tunnel; 

with the ulnar section of the proximal part adjoining the middle section 
of the proximal part and having an ulnar surface on the proximal side of the first 
elongated body for engaging a portion of the palmar surface of the hand; and 

with a connecting surface on the proximal side of the proximal part that 
connects the middle surface of the middle section of the proximal part to the ulnar 
surface of the ulnar section of the proximal part, and with the connecting surface 
extending proximally for a distance from a position at one end of the middle surface of 
the middle section of the proximal part to a position at one end of the ulnar surface of 
the ulnar section of the proximal part; 

a distal part having a second elongated body, the distal part including a radial 
section, a middle section and an ulnar section forming a proximal side and a distal side 
of the second elongated body, 

with the radial section of the distal part for receiving on the distal side 
of the second elongated body at least a portion of the index finger of the hand, 

with the middle section of the distal part adjoining the radial section of 
the distal part and for receiving on the distal side of the second elongated body at least 
one of a portion of the middle finger or a portion of the ring finger of the hand, and 
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with the ulnar section of the distal part adjoining the middle section of 
the distal part and for receiving on the distal side of the second elongated body at least 
a portion of the small finger of the hand; and 

at least one guide member that engages at least one of the proximal part and the 
distal part for guiding the movement of at least one of the proximal part and distal part, 

wherein the distance that the connecting surface extends is at least of a length 
whereby the ulnar surface of the ulnar section on the proximal side of the proximal 
part extends beyond the middle surface of the middle section on the proximal side of 
the proximal part, and whereby the handle is positioned within the hand without 
placing substantial pressure on the surface of the hand located over the carpal tunnel. 

a radial section having a side for r e ceiving th e thumb of th e hand and having a 
sid e for r e c e iving th e ind e x fing e r of the hand, and the radial s e ction having a surface 
for e ngaging a portion of th e palmar surfac e of th e hand; 

a middl e s e ction having a side for receiving at l e ast a portion of the middl e 
finger and at l e ast a portion of the ring fing e r of th e hand and having a surfac e that 
avoids placing undu e pressur e on a surfac e of th e hand locat e d ov e r th e carpal tunn e l; 

uaivX 

an ulnar s e ction having a s ide for r e ceiving th e small fing e r of th e hand and 
having a surface for engaging a portion of th e palmar surfac e of the hand so as to 
position the e nd of the small finger. 

(Currently Amended) An apparatus for use with a human hand, comprising: 

a proximal part having a first elongated body, the proximal part including a 
radial section, a middle section and an ulnar section forming a proximal side and a 
distal side of the first elongated body, 

with the radial section of the proximal part having a radial surface on 
the proximal side of the first elongated body for engaging a portion of the palmar 
surface of the hand; 



with the middle section of the proximal part adjoining the radial section 
of the proximal part and having a middle surface on the proximal side of the first 
elongated body that avoids placing undue pressure on a surface of the hand located 
over the carpal tunnel; 

with the ulnar section of the proximal part adjoining the middle section 
of the proximal part and having an ulnar surface on the proximal side of the first 
elongated body for engaging a portion of the palmar surface of the hand; and 

with a connecting surface on the proximal side of the proximal part that 
connects the middle surface of the middle section of the proximal part to the ulnar 
surface of the ulnar section of the proximal part, and with the connecting surface 
extending proximally for a distance from a position at one end of the middle surface of 
the middle section of the proximal part to a position at one end of the ulnar surface of 
the ulnar section of the proximal part; 

a distal part having a second elongated body, the distal part including a radial 
section, a middle section and an ulnar section forming a proximal side and a distal side 
of the second elongated body, 

with the radial section of the distal part for receiving on the distal side 
of the second elongated body at least a portion of the index finger of the hand, 

with the middle section of the distal part adjoining the radial section of 
the distal part and for receiving on the distal side of the second elongated body at least 
one of a portion of the middle finger or a portion of the ring finger of the hand, and 

with the ulnar section of the distal part adjoining the middle section of 
the distal part and for receiving on the distal side of the second elongated body at least 
a portion of the small finger of the hand; and 

at least one guide member that engages at least one of the proximal part and the 
distal part for guiding the movement of at least one of the proximal part and distal part, 

wherein the distance that the connecting surface extends is at least of a length 
whereby the ulnar surface of the ulnar section on the proximal side of the proximal 
part extends beyond the middle surface of the middle section on the proximal side of 
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the proximal part, and whereby the apparatus is positioned within the hand without 
placing substantial pressure on the surface of the hand located over the carpal tunnel. 

a radial section having a side for rec e iving tho thumb of th e hand and having a 
sid e for r e ceiving th e ind e x finger of the hand, and the radial s e ction having a surface 
for e ngaging a portion of the palmar surfac e of tho hand; 

a middle section having a sid e for r e c e iving at l e ast a portion of the middl e 
fing e r and at least a portion of th e ring finger of the hand and having a surface that 
avoids placing undu e pr e ssure on a surfac e of the hand locat e d ov e r th e carpal tunn e l; 
and 

an ulnar s e ction having a side for rec e iving th e small finger of th e hand and 
having a surface for engaging a portion of th e palmar surface of the hand so as to 
position the end of the small fing e r. 

80. (New) The handle according to claim 1, wherein the distance that the connecting 
surface extends is at least of a length whereby the ulnar surface of the ulnar section on the 
proximal side of the proximal part extends beyond the radial surface of the radial section on 
the proximal side of the proximal part. 

81. (New) The handle according to claim 80, wherein, relative to the ulnar surface of the 
ulnar section on the proximal side of the proximal part, the radial surface of the radial section 
on the proximal side of the proximal part extends proximally for a distance equal to or greater 
than a distance that the middle surface of the middle section on the proximal side of the 
proximal part extends proximally. 

82. (New) The handle according to claim 80, wherein, relative to the ulnar surface of the 
ulnar section on the proximal side of the proximal part, the radial surface of the radial section 
on the proximal side of the proximal part extends proximally for a distance different from a 
distance that the middle surface of the middle section on the proximal side of the proximal 
part extends proximally. 

83. (New) The handle according to claim 1, wherein, relative to the ulnar surface of the 
ulnar section on the proximal side of the proximal part, the radial surface of the radial section 
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on the proximal side of the proximal part extends proximally for a distance equal to or greater 
than a distance that the middle surface of the middle section on the proximal side of the 
proximal part extends proximally. 

84. (New) The handle according to claim 1, wherein, relative to the ulnar surface of the 
ulnar section on the proximal side of the proximal part, the radial surface of the radial section 
on the proximal side of the proximal part extends proximally for a distance different from a 
distance that the middle surface of the middle section on the proximal side of the proximal 
part extends proximally. 

85. (New) The apparatus according to claim 40, wherein the distance that the connecting 
surface extends is at least of a length whereby the ulnar surface of the ulnar section on the 
proximal side of the proximal part extends beyond the radial surface of the radial section on 
the proximal side of the proximal part. 

86. (New) The apparatus according to claim 84, wherein, relative to the ulnar surface of 
the ulnar section on the proximal side of the proximal part, the radial surface of the radial 
section on the proximal side of the proximal part extends proximally for a distance equal to or 
greater than a distance that the middle surface of the middle section on the proximal side of 
the proximal part extends proximally. 

87. (New) The apparatus according to claim 84, wherein, relative to the ulnar surface of 
the ulnar section on the proximal side of the proximal part, the radial surface of the radial 
section on the proximal side of the proximal part extends proximally for a distance different 
from a distance that the middle surface of the middle section on the proximal side of the 
proximal part extends proximally. 

88. (New) The apparatus according to claim 40, wherein, relative to the ulnar surface of 
the ulnar section on the proximal side of the proximal part, the radial surface of the radial 
section on the proximal side of the proximal part extends proximally for a distance equal to or 
greater than a distance that the middle surface of the middle section on the proximal side of 
the proximal part extends proximally. 



89. (New) The apparatus according to claim 40, wherein, relative to the ulnar surface of 
the ulnar section on the proximal side of the proximal part, the radial surface of the radial 
section on the proximal side of the proximal part extends proximally for a distance different 
from a distance that the middle surface of the middle section on the proximal side of the 
proximal part extends proximally. 
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